








Integrated River Basins Management -
Managing the Threats to Sustainable
Water Resources Management Project
Sponsor: Ministry of Water Resources (MWR)
| Gansu Water Resources Department /
Tsinghua University (TU) / Institute of Water
and Hydropower Research (IWHR) / Chinese
Academy of Science, Cold and Arid Regions
Environment Engineering Research Institute
(CAS-CAREERI)

Location: Gansu Province, Shiyang River Basin,
Shule River Basin

14 participants from 8 stakeholder agencies took part in

a successful Australian study tour during 28 August-8
September 2011. Joint field visits to the two pilot sites in
the Shiyang and Shule river basins were organized from
7th to 11th Nov and a progress report submitted to PCO in
early December.

The final project completion workshop is scheduled for
March 2012.

Wetlands Management Policy, Guidelines
And Capacity Building Project

Sponsor: State Forestry Administration (SFA)
Location: Beijing,Hainan, Fujian, Jiangsu and
Zhejiang Provinces.

The Zhangjiangkou Ecological Character Description
(ECD) Workshop was held during 15~17 November in
Zhangjiangkou Mangrove Natural Reserve in Yunxiao
County of Fujian Province. See ‘spotlights’ for more
details.

The final project completion workshop is scheduled for
January 2012.

Water Ecology Compensation (PES) Policy
And Mechanism Project

Sponsor: Ministry of Water Resources (MWR) /
Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP)
Location: Beijing, Miyun Reservoir (MEP),
Dongjiang River (MWR)

The extension inception workshop report was approved by
PCO in September and ten delegates from MEP, MWR and
NDRC attended the Australian Series of Workshops during
19-23 September. A dedicated ‘Assessment Framework’
workshop was held in Beijing on 29 November and the
Final Completion Workshop on 1 December. See spotlights
for more details. Final policy recommendation reports are
expected to be concluded in January. Discussion between
ANUE and Chinese counterparts continue on how to utilise
project savings, with more training on the ‘assessment
framework’ and enhanced inter-agency collaboration for
formulation of the final policy recommendations being clear

River Health And Environmental Flow In China

Sponsor: Ministry of Water Resources (MWR) /
Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP)
Location: Henan, Guangdong and Liaoning
Province

During September, the RH&EF Project led a special ACEDP
session at the International RiverSymposium. This involved
presentations by team members from 5 key ACEDP projects,
and was given to an audience of approximately 80 people.
The project also led a separate session on river health and
environmental flows in Asia, which brought together experts
from India, China, the Mekong, and Indonesia, to present on
their experiences.

In October, members of the project team participated
in a training workshop in Benxi, Liaoning Province, on
environmental flows organised by the Chinese Ministry of
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Water Resources. The team subsequently spent a week
in Guilin working with the Pearl River Water Resources
Commission in completing an environmental flows
assessment for the Li River. This involved fieldwork along
the river, followed by detailed technical discussions, and
ultimately an experts' workshop to refine flow objectives.

In November, members of the project team led a 2-day
workshop in Manila, Philippines, on water quality and river
health. The workshop was part of the Asian Development
Bank's Water Learning Week, which involved around 100
water officials and other water experts from around Asia.

The combined completion workshop (project plus
extensions) is scheduled for 23/24 February 2012 in Beijing.

Improving Water Use Efficiency Through
Better Irrigation District Management And
Water Right Trading Project

Sponsor: Ministry of Water Resources (MWR) /
Yellow River Conservancy Commission (YRCC)
Location: Henan Province, People’s Victory
Channel

Rolf Faux, the Spatial Analysis Technician from Charles Sturt
University, visited YRCC in Zhengzhou and PVC in Xinxiang to
calibrate and service equipment installed at PVC in November
2010 under the now defunct ‘Large Irrigation System’ project.
He also provided training on equipment maintenance to staff
from YRCC and PVC. His input completes component | of

the small training activity that OPSCOM had approved in July
2011. Further components include software maintenance
during December/January (home based) and a ten-day training
course in January/February. The original provider of that
training course unfortunately is no longer available and PCO is
exploring a replacement with the help from CSIRO in Australia.

PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS

Capacity Building on Adaptation to Climate
Change in the Field of Water Environment

Partners: Policy Research Center for
Environment and Economy (PRCEE) of the
Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP) in
collaboration with University of Melbourne -
Australia China Centre for Water Resources
Research

Location: Beijing / Ningxia

Comparative research work has commenced and a

study tour to Australia conducted during 31 October-13
November. Reports will be submitted in December. A project
completion workshop is scheduled for 15 February 2012.

The Application of Multi-Criteria Analysis
to Monitor Forestry Ecological Programs
and Evaluation Community Compensation
Mechanism such as Carbon Sequestration
in Qinghai Province

Partners: State Forestry Administration, China
National Forestry Economics Development
Research Centre (CNFEDRC) and the Qinghai
Forestry Bureau (QFB) in collaboration

with Southern Cross University (SCU),

Centre for Regional Climate Change Studies
with University of NSW, Centre for Energy

& Environmental Markets and Australia
Government Bureau of Rural Sciences (BRS)
Location: Beijing and Qinghai Province

All activities under the original project, bar the Activity
Completion Report, have been completed satisfactorily.

Under extension project no 1 — ‘Sustainable Land and Forest
Management Research Agenda MOU’ - a technical workshop
between CNFEDRC and DAFF-ABARES was held in October
to discuss and generate potential research areas for future
cooperation. A study tour by the Chinese delegation will take
place in December.

Under extension project no 2 — ‘Qinghai Reafforestation &
Carbon Sequestration Study’ - the first two technical reports
have been finished. A training program for four specialists from
Qinghai Forestry Department was conducted during 10 — 18
November 2011 in Australia. PCO and the project’s monitoring
and evaluation advisor are planning a field visit to the project
site in December.



An Australian Parliamentary Delegation visited the project site
in September. See more details under spotlights.

The final workshop is expected to be held in March 2012.

Building Capacity for Strategic Planning in
Climate Change Adaptation:

Local Response to Impact of Climate
Change on Water Resources

Partners: International Cooperation Center
of the National Development and Reform
Commission (NDRC ICC) in collaboration with
the “Trade to Future Training Centre
Location: Harbin, Hefei and Xining

Visit Mr.Subho Banerjee, Deputy Secretary(vice minister)
from DCCEE
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The planned activities have been mostly completed, and

the final event of the project is an international workshop to
be held in Beijing on 8 December 2012 to disseminate the
project outputs and to provide an opportunity for officials and
experts from the two countries to exchange ideas on the
climate change adaptation issues. The project is scheduled to
conclude in February 2012.

Research on the Applicability of Australia
Total Channel Control Technology in China
Partners: China Irrigation and Drainage
Development Centre of the Ministry of Water
Resources in collaboration with Rubicon
Systems Australia Pty Ltd

Location: Ningxia

The project is basically complete and final technical reports
have been submitted. The final completion workshop will
be held on 23 December 2011. Participants will include
AusAID and MOFCOM, Chinese core partners NDRC,
MEP, MWR, the ACEDP PCO, the relevant provincial water
authorities and farmer representatives. The workshop will

provide opportunities for all parties concerned to exchange
ideas on the irrigation management, TCC application
status, its suitability to Chinese situation. After the
workshop, a report with suggestions and recommendations
will be forwarded to Ministry of Water Resources for their
consideration in the future irrigation programs.

Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA)
and Management of Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POP) Contaminated Water Body
Partners: Environmental Protection Branch

of Australian Government Department of
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population
and Communities (SEWPaC) in collaboration
with the Ministry of Environmental Protection
(MEP) / Research Center for Eco-Environmental
Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences
Location: Beijing/Yiyang City (Hunan)

Completion Workshop and Training
!

The project is basically complete with all study tour and
technical reports submitted and approved during September-
November. Training on technical guideline and a project
completion workshop was conducted at Yiyang City during
20-21 October. In early December, the Chinese counterpart
MEP-FECO submitted a request to utilise residual funds

for more research. The request is currently with AusAlD/
MOFCOM for comment.

Environmental Informatics for the
Development of Landscape Scale
Monitoring and Modelling

Partners: Satellite Surveying & Mapping

Centre (SASMAC) of the Chinese Academy of
Surveying and Mapping, under the State Bureau
of Surveying & Mapping, in collaboration
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with the CSIRO Division of Mathematical and
Information Sciences
Location: Qinghai Province

SASMAC fraining, Melbourne

With the main project being completed, we are now running
the simulations needed for the final deliverables of the Dam
Breaking extension project with a final report due in January
2012. Four Staff from SASMAC visited CSIRO between 21
October to 18 November 2011. The aim of the visit was to set
up and run simulations of dam break scenarios for the Sanwan
Reservoir chosen from the field trip in September.

A final workshop is scheduled for 16 February 2012.

Countermeasures for long-lasting Severe
Drought in China and Australia

Partners: Remote Sensing Technology
Application Centre of Ministry of Water
Resources (MWR) in collaboration with
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource
Economics and Sciences (ABARE)

Location: Beijing
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Four experts from ABARES visited China between 10 -
23 September for discussions with Chinese counterparts
RSTAC and SFCDRH in Beijing. The project team also
went to Shangdong and Hebei to conduct a field trip to

obtain a better understanding of the drought situation in
both provinces. An internal workshop was organized in
Beijing after the field trip to discuss the major findings.

A delegation of eight officials from Chinese counterpart
agencies visited Australia between 14 and 25 of November.
During the visit a high level workshop involved key
stakeholders and facilitated information and knowledge
transfer on drought and water resource management

in Australia and China. The study tour also focused on

the southern Murray—Darling Basin and helped foster an
understanding of Australian production systems and the
Australian drought and water resource management context.

Afinal workshop is scheduled for 7-8 February 2012 in Beijing.

Improving Gender Equity in Qingtongxia,
Ningxia, through Women’s Empowerment
in Water Management

Partners: UN Women (formerly UNIFEM)

in collaboration with China Irrigation and
Drainage Development Centre of the Ministry of
Water Resources

Location: Ningxia

Watching drama performance

Training for local farmers, water staff and officials at
provincial levels was conducted simultaneously with
drama performances on gender equality and women’s
participation in water management. Evaluation of focus
group discussion with farmers by ACEDP GPS Specialist
Ms Cecily Neil and GPS responsible officer Ms lvy Wang
during 22~23 November showed that women were more



confident in the household decision-making and especially

in water resources and irrigation management. In terms
of communication and engagement, local drama is an
effective way of conveying new concepts and ideals to the
public according to the interviewed farmers. See details
under Spotlights.

Afinal dissemination seminar is scheduled for February 2012.

2011 Australia China High-level Water
Policy Meeting

Partners: Ministry of Water Resources (MWR)
in collaboration with Environmental Protection
Branch of Australian Government Department
of Sustainability, Environment, Water,
Population and Communities (SEWPaC)
Location: China

Due to overlapping departmental priorities the meeting has
been postponed to February 2012. A draft agenda is yet to
be confirmed.

COMPLETED PROJECTS

Australia-China Legal Profession Development
Program

Sponsor: Australian Government Attorney-
General’s Department / Chinese Ministry of
Justice / Legislative Affairs Office of the State
Council of the PRC

Location: Australia

Activity completed successfully in July 2009.

Sino-Australia Session on the 4th International
Yellow River Forum

Partners: International Yellow River Forum
Secretariat at the Yellow River Conservancy
Commission in collaboration with AusAID,
ACEDP, AUSTRADE and ICEWaRM

Location: Zhengzhou, Henan Province

Activity successfully completed in October 2009.

Mekong Subregion Professional
Development Program in Integrated
Groundwater Management

Sponsor: The International Center of Excellence
in Water Resources Management (ICEWaRM)

/ Ministry of Water Resources (MWR) / Yunnan
Environmental Protection Department (YEPD)
Location: Australia

Activity successfully completed in January 2010.

Trans-Jurisdictional Water Pollution
Management Project

Sponsor:Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP)
Location: Shanxi, Henan, Hebei and Shandong Provinces
Activity successfully completed in February 2010. The final
technical project report is available on the ACEDP Project Portal.

2009 Australia - China High Level Water Policy
Meeting

Partners: Australian Government Department of
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population
and Communities (SEWPAC) in collaboration
with the Ministry of Water Resources (MWR)

| National Development Reform Commission
(NDRC)

Location: Canberra

Activity successfully completed in October 2009 and final
government endorsed completion reports provided in
March 2010.

Capacity Building and Partnership Establishment
on SEEAW (System of Environmental-Economic
Accounting for Water) in Australia

Sponsor: The International Centre of
Excellence in Water Resources Management
(ICEWaRM) / Chinese Ministry of Water
Resources (MWR) / China Institute of Water
Resources and Hydropower Research (IWHR)
Location: Australia

Activity successfully completed in October 2010.

Gender Mainstreaming, Public Participation &
Social Impact Management Project (GPS)
Sponsor: Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM)/
National Development & Reform Commission
(NDRC) / Ministry of Environmental Protection
(MEP)/ Ministry of Water Resources (MWR)/
State Forestry Administration (SFA)

Location: Beijing
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The project ACR was approved by PCO in April 2011 and
completed on time and within budget.

Impact of Climate Change on Economic
Development and Policy Options in China
Sponsor: State Information Center (SIC) in
collaboration with the Australian National
University and Monash University)
Location: Beijing

All the contracted activities under the project have been
completed successfully and within budget in June 2011.
The only remaining issue is publication of a Chinese
language book containing the project outputs and other
authors’ articles on the same topic.

Public Participation in Social and Environmental
Impact Assessment and Basin Water Pollution
Control Project

Sponsor: Ministry of Environment Protection

(MEP)
Location: Jiangsu Province

This project is now completed. Production of Training
Material of Methods and Approaches to Public Participation
in Social and Environmental Impact Assessment and Basin
Water Pollution Control was one of the important outputs
of the ACEDP PPSB Project. It was used for a ‘ train-the-
trainers’ initiative by the pilot implementation team from
Nanjing Institute of Environmental Science (NIES) and the
Community Consultative Committee (CCG) in Changzhou
and Wuxi City.

Results were very positive according to the ACEDP
GPS Specialist Dr Cecily Neil and PCO officer Ms lvy
Wang who held interviews with key protagonists and
organised focus group discussions to evaluated impact
during 24~25 November. Outcomes include improved
public environmental awareness and enhanced public
participation in natural resource management.

To sustain its long-lasting impact beyond the program

life, NIES decided to enhance the project documentation
and produce a formal ‘Training Manual’, based on the
PPSB output and by using their own funds. The Manual is
currently under design and will be produced in New Year
and shared with all the relevant stakeholders.
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OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Monitoring & Evaluation Framework

The newly appointed M&E specialist, Mr Jeff Bost,
completed an update of the programs M&E Framework
and conducted training of PCO officers in the use of the
M&E toolbox. Mr Bost also accompanied the Synthesis
Team for their China mission and gathered material for his
ongoing project and program level evaluation work that will
be included in the next 6-monthly progress report by PCO.

Gender, Public and Social

The GPS specialist, Dr Cecily Neil, conducted her last in
country mission during October, working with the M&E
specialist to integrate GPS into the revised monitoring
framework and conducting assessment of gender impact of
selected projects. Her findings will be included in the next
6-monthly progress report by PCO.

Operations Committee (OPSCOM)

The fourth meeting of OPSCOM was held on 23 November.
Attended by all partners it discussed the ongoing Synthesis
Work, progress in ACEDP projects and the forthcoming last
HLRT meeting cum Synthesis Workshop, scheduled to be
held concurrently in late April in Hangzhou, China.

For further information about ACEDP activities, please visit our

website (www.acedp-partnership.org).
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AUSTRALIA

National Water Commission
urges COAG to stay the

distance on water reform
Source: http://www.nwc.gov.au/media-

and-events/commission-media/2011-
Commission-media-releases/national-
water-commission-urges-coag-to-stay-the-
distance-on-water-reform

Media release - 14 September 2011

On 14 September 2011 the National Water Commission
released its comprehensive assessment of water reform
progress in Australia, calling on governments to stay the
distance on their reform commitments.

Launching the report Commission Chair Ms Chloe
Munro said, 'This independent report shows that actions
under the National Water Initiative have made water use
more efficient, sustainable and secure - and this helped
Australians weather the worst drought on record.'

In its 12 recommendations to COAG, the National Water
Commission has urged governments to show renewed
leadership, listen to local knowledge and take communities
with them as they decide how to balance economic, social
and environmental demands.

The Commission has suggested it's time to step up the
pace on urban water challenges and deliver more liveable
cities. It has also backed much needed investments in
science and skills, and proposed incentives to spur action.

Other recommendations call for water reform objectives
to be better coordinated with important policy areas, such
as energy and resources, regional development, natural
resources management and climate change adaption
strategies.

Note: This is a PCO-shortened version. The full report “The
National Water Initiative: securing Australia's water future”
can be found on the website in the heading.

Environmental watering to
benefit The Living Murray's
icon sites

Source: http://mdba.gov.au/media_centre/
media_releases/environmental-watering-to-
benefit-TLMs-icon-sites

On the 10 November 2011, the Murray-Darling Basin
Authority announced the release of up to 110 GL (billion
litres) of The Living Murray's environmental water over

the next few months to benefit icon sites along the River
Murray.

13
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"The watering will also provide benefits for the whole river
system by building on the positive environmental outcomes
from high flows in the Murray River," said MDBA Chief
Executive Dr Rhondda Dickson.

The Living Murray program is contributing 80 GL for the
Barmah—Millewa Forest icon site following last year's most
successful bird breeding in 60 years. This adds to the
environmental water provided by NSW and Victoria from
the Barmah—Millewa environmental water account.

This additional spring flow will also help to raise the levels
of the lakes, inundating fringing wetlands, and stimulating
breeding in native fish and frogs, including the endangered
southern bell frog. Higher flows also help to maintain an
open Murray Mouth as well as provide an opportunity to
flush salt from the system.

"We are working closely with environmental waterway
managers, land managers and state water corporations to
coordinate these releases," said Dr Dickson.

The water provided through the Goulburn and Campaspe
Rivers will be delivered to improve the condition of these
systems where possible.

The Living Murray is a joint initiative funded by the New
South Wales, Victorian, South Australian, Australian Capital
Territory and Commonwealth governments, coordinated by
the Murray—Darling Basin Authority.

Note: This is a PCO-shortened version. For more
information visit the above website or contact the MDBA
Media office at media@madba.gov.au

Australian Government
Response to Report of
drought and flooding rains:
Inquiry into the impact of

the Guide to the Murray-
Darling Basin Plan in Regional
Australia

Source: http://www.environment.gov.au/
water/publications/mdb/gov-response-
basin-plan-inquiry.html

On 24 November 2011 the Gillard Government today
tabled its final response to the Standing Committee on

14

Regional Australia's report Of Drought and Flooding Rains:
Inquiry into the impact of the Guide to the Murray Darling
Basin Plan in Regional Australia.

In October last year, the Government established a new
Standing Committee on Regional Australia and asked
that its first task be to inquire into the impact of the Guide
to the Murray Darling Basin Plan and report back to the
Parliament.

The Government will:

e Develop and publish a water recovery strategy to provide
greater transparency and certainty to communities about
how the water purchase program will be implemented;

e Conduct further consultation with industry on how
best to integrate water purchases with infrastructure
reconfiguration;

e Focus on targeted purchases in progressing its
commitment to Bridging the Gap and is not considering
general tenders in the southern connected system for the
remainder of 2011 and 2012;

e Establish a separate Commonwealth Environmental
Water Office as a distinct entity within the Department
of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and
Communities to improve accountability and stakeholder
engagement in environmental water management.

The new measures build on earlier actions being
implemented by the Gillard Government which are helping
to respond to the Standing Committee's recommendations
including:

e $10 million committed by the Government towards the
cost of investigating environmental works and measures
projects which may reduce the need to recover water from
consumptive users;

e Development of new arrangements for delivering
irrigation infrastructure and to enable the Basin States to
sell water directly to the Government. The first example of
this is the sale of 102 gigalitres ('GL') of water (long term
cap equivalent) to the Government by Victoria; and

e Changes to taxation arrangements for recipients

of infrastructure grants under the Sustainable Rural

Water Use and Infrastructure program to eliminate the
timing difference between the taxation of grants and

the availability of deductions. The amendments, to be
backdated to 1 April 2010, also include changes to provide
relief from capital gains tax that may be payable on water
entitlements that are transferred to the Commonwealth as
a result of these water infrastructure investments.



Combined with the Government's commitment to bridge the
gap between current water use and the new sustainable
diversion limits, these changes will help support
communities make the transition to a future with less water
for productive use under the Murray Darling Basin Plan's
2019 time frame.

The Government is committed to delivering a final plan for
the Murray Darling Basin to the Parliament in 2012.

Note: This is a PCO-shortened version. The full text can be
found on the website in the heading.

Draft Murray Darling Basin
plan now available and 20
weeks of consultation begins-
28 November 2011

Source: http://www.mdba.gov.au/media_
centre/media_releases/draft-basin-plan-for-
public

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority today made available
the draft Basin Plan for public comment.

The Authority Chair, Craig Knowles said the draft Basin

Plan was the next step in restoring balance to the basin.
"After nine months of talking to people across the Basin
and listening to their ideas | am confident we can move

toward a sensible and balanced plan."

"This is simply the next step in the ongoing journey of
water reform and builds on a lot of good work that has
already been done."

"But there is still more to do. Managing a basin of this size
which crosses borders; and where there are many different
operating rules, landscapes, and climates means there is
no easy or quick fix."

"Our plan is flexible and will allow us to monitor and

adapt. It's a plan that will achieve important environmental
objectives and is a pathway forward that allows us all to
continue to learn and build on our knowledge about how
to better manage the Murray Darling Basin for all of its
values."

"l urge people to take the time to read the draft and get
involved in the consultations and have their say."

Documents made available:

e Draft Basin Plan (a piece of draft legislation)

e Plain English Summary (an chapter-by-chapter
explanation document of the draft)

e Delivering a Healthy, Working Basin (gives a broader
context to the draft)

Copies of all documents are available on www.mdba.gov.au

CHINA

China to protect second-

largest fresh water lake
Source: http://en.ce.cn/National/

environment/201109/16/
t20110916_22699240.shtml

China's State Council, or Cabinet, on Thursday 15 September
2011 released a set of regulations that provide for lawful
protection of water resources and pollution treatment in
regions surrounding Taihu Lake, China's second-largest fresh
water lake.

According to the rules, entitled "Regulations on the
Management of Taihu Area," sewage discharge facilities,
garbage dumps and stockhouses of poisonous and harmful
materials are not allowed within reserve areas with drinking
water sources, and those already located there should be
closed or dismantled.

The areas concerned in the rules include part of East China's
Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai that are south of the Yangtze
River.
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Relevant county-level governments should also arrange
personnel to inspect reserve areas on a regular basis and
monitor the quality and quantity of local drinking water
reserves.

In addition, county-level governments are responsible for
planting trees around the lake to protect the local environment,
according to the regulations, and that the environmental
protection results for the lake area will be incorporated into the
work evaluation of local governments.

The rules will take effect November 1.

Legal obligations
strengthened to protect

environment

Source: http://en.ce.cn/National/
environment/201110/10/
t20111010_22747570.shtml

Local governments at all levels are expected to face stronger
obligations to protect the environment, and polluters will face
much heavier fines, according to a draft proposal to amend
China's decades-old Environmental Protection Law.

The environmental and resources protection committee of the
National People's Congress (NPC) is currently soliciting advice
on the draft proposal, which is expected to be reviewed by the
standing committee of the NPC as early as December, said
Bie Tao, a senior official from the Ministry of Environmental
Protection.

One highlight of the draft is a proposal to strengthen

local governments' legal responsibilities in environmental
protection, Bie, deputy director of the policy, law and regulation
department, said on Sunday 9 October 2011.

"Although local officials are obliged to meet targets on energy
conservation and emission reduction, the legal obligations for
local governments are still rather ambiguous,” he said.

Environmental experts say some local governments, in their
blind pursuit of economic growth, have become the true
culprits of the country's rampant pollution problems.

"If you look at major pollution accidents in the past several years,
it is not difficult to discover that local governments are behind
the polluting companies, winking at their misconduct, with some
even holding shares in the polluters," said Wang Canfa, a
professor at China University of Political Science and Law.
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Meanwhile, polluters who refuse to stop dumping industrial
waste will face daily penalties while their polluting activities
continue, according to the draft proposal.

Such a mechanism has proved effective in Western
countries as it can result in huge fines. Previously, low
maximum fines in China encouraged some enterprises to
violate environmental laws.

Last year, the country's leading gold producer, Zijin Mining
Group, was fined 9.56 million yuan ($1.5 million) after a toxic
leak killed a large number of fish and caused direct economic
losses of 31.9 million yuan. It was the biggest penalty ever
imposed on a polluting company in China.

The draft proposal also pushes for greater transparency on
pollution information from both government and enterprises.

Public interest litigation, which allows individuals, NGOs and
government bodies to sue polluters on behalf of the public,
will for the first time be endorsed by law if the draft proposal is
approved by the legislature.

Currently, courts rarely accept lawsuits launched against
polluting companies by environmental groups on behalf of
victims due to legal restrictions.

First published in 1989, many provisions of the existing
Environmental Protection Law no longer adequately address
the country's enormous pollution problems created during its
rapid industrialization and urbanization, Bie said.

The revision aims to improve existing mechanisms, such as
reviewing the environmental impact for development projects,
and to include new administrative and market-oriented policies
to prevent pollution, he said.

"But due to institutional restrictions, the scale of revision is still
limited," said Bie, without further elaborating.




NE China to invest billions in
water conservancy

Source: http://en.ce.cn/Business/Macro-
economic/201111/07/t20111107_22820379.
shtml

Northeast China's Heilongjiang province plans to invest 4.68
billion yuan ($737.38 million) in water conservancy projects by
next spring, local authority said on Monday 7 November 2011.

The local government will start construction on about 8.65
million farmland irrigation and water conservancy projects,
repair 349 flood-damaged projects, clean up 7,856 kilometers
of water channels, and consolidate 490 kilometers of dikes
and 97 reservoirs, according to a plan released by the Water
Resources Bureau of Heilongjiang.

The province has attached great importance to the
development of water conservancy in recent years, aiming to
increase food production and protect the rural environment.

Heilongjiang province is one of the country's major producers
of marketable grain and soybeans.

Source of Yellow River stops
shrinking

Source: http://en.ce.cn/National/
environment/201108/24/

t20110824 22643520.shtml

A sprawling lake area on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau that serves
as the source of China's three major rivers has expanded after

the government intervened six years ago to curb its shrinking
due to deteriorating ecology.

The lake area of Sanjiangyuan, which literally means the
source of three rivers, in northwest Qinghai Province grew by
245 square kilometers over the past few years, Li Xiaonan,
deputy director of the Sanjiangyuan Ecological Preservation
and Construction Office, said on Tuesday 8 November 2011.

In particular, the twin lakes that supply 49 percent of the
headwaters of the Yellow River, which runs 5,460 kilometers

across the country into the Bohai Sea near the Pacific,
expanded by 166 square kilometers from its all-time low of
1,071 square kilometers in 2003.

Back then, the water levels were so low that the headwaters of
the Yellow River briefly dried up.

Sanjiangyuan also supplies the headwaters of two other
major rivers -- the Yangtze River and the Lancang River,
which is called Mekong in southeast Asia. But the source
lakes had been shrinking due to the deteriorating ecosystem
that the government blamed on rising human activities and
overgrazing.

Over fears that the shrinking of the source lakes might
eventually dry up the mighty Yellow River, the central
government initiated a 7.5 billion yuan ($1.12 billion) project
in 2005 to repair the ecological system of Sanjiangyuan by
treating soil erosion, increasing man-made rainfall, banning
overgrazing, and resettling the herding families out of the
region.

About 50,000 people, mostly ethnic Tibetans, of about 10,000
herding families have been moved out over the past six years
while rain-making rockets increased the region's precipitation
by 31 billion cubic meters, according to Li and Zhou Bingrong,
senior engineer of the provincial meteorology research
institute.

Li said since efforts began in 2005 to repair the fragile plateau
wetland, the Sanjiangyuan lake area is now able to hold more
water, and the quality of the water has improved.
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